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KATHMANDU, MAY 31 -

CyberTracker, a software technology that allows users to collect
outdoor data with the help of pocket PCs and smartphones, has
been used to monitor biodiversity in the Himalayan range for the
first time in Nepal.

Wilderness Planet Nepal (WPN) in collaboration with
CyberTracker World international and CyberTracker Germany
organised a one-day workshop on Tuesday to share information
on this new technology used in different parts of the world to
collect environment data for field observations.

Addressing the function, Dinesh Chandra Devkota, former vice-
chairman of National Planning Commission and a senior
environmentalist, said knowledge of biodiversity should be linked
with the policy level to ensure a sustainable action plan and its
implementation.

He noted that CyberTracker would be beneficial to field biologists
to improve quality of individual researchers and explore new
ideas. Around 82 graduates from different academic and research
institutions along with representatives of various organisations
attended the workshop.

CyberTracker software has been unveiled to monitor gorillas in
Congo, butterflies in Switzerland, Sumatran rhinoceros in Borneo,
jaguars in Costa Rica, birds in the Amazon, wild horses in
Mongolia, dolphins in California, marine turtles in the Pacific and
whales in Antarctica from its origins with the Kalahari Bushmen. It
has been extensively used in Germany for monitoring biodiversity,
bird analysis and monitoring great predators.

Holger Roehle from CyberTracker Germany said smartphone
users worldwide will gradually use CyberTracker to capture
observations on a daily basis. This technology is one of the most
efficient methods of collecting field data worldwide through the
Global Positioning System (GPS). Data streaming in the internet
makes it possible to visualise changes in the global ecosystem in
real time.
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